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Sierra, the award-winning magazine of the Sierra Club, is compiling information for our fourth annual “Coolest Schools” 
issue, which will rate American colleges and universities according to their environmental practices, green initiatives, and 
caliber of sustainability-oriented education. 
  
Schools that score highly in these realms may be contacted for further discussion and will receive recognition in the maga-
zine’s September/October issue. Please fill out this interactive PDF as thoroughly as possible, save it with your responses 
as “2010_coolschools_your school’s name” and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org no later than March 20, 2010. 
  
Note that this questionnaire will become a public document and that we will not be altering your responses before publishing 
them online. Please answer as thoroughly as possible. Questions left blank will receive no credit, and if a question requests 
a percentage, you must provide a percentage. The scoring key will be available online once the issue is published. 
  
As the publication of the nation’s oldest and largest environmental nonprofit, Sierra has a readership of more than 1 million 
engaged and educated citizens. 
  
Many thanks for your participation.

School name:

Contact name and title:

Contact phone:

Contact email:

School’s city and state:

Number of students: 

HONOR PLEDGE: By completing and submitting this questionnaire, you are certifying that all 
statements in this document are true to the best of your knowledge.

INITIAL:______________  DATE:______________



Category 1: Energy Supply

1. Please break down the energy types that your campus uses for electricity by percentage. If the school 
purchases its electricity from a utility company, this information should be available from that company.
 ____% Coal                      ____% Wind             ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Solar             ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Nuclear                 ____% Hydro            ____% Other _____________________

2. What type(s) of energy does your campus use for heating buildings (e.g., natural gas, biomass, coal)?
 ____% Coal                      ____% Biomass
 ____% Natural Gas          ____% Geothermal 
 ____% Elecricity               ____ % Fuel Oil       

If cogeneration, please explain. 



Category 2: Efficiency

1. What percentage of campus buildings completed within the past three years have a LEED certification  
of at least silver? 

 _______% 

Note whether the certification is higher than silver.

2. What percentage of water used for campus landscaping is from recovered, reclaimed, or  
untreated soures?

 _______% 

3. What percentage of campus lighting fixtures are energy-efficient (e.g., compact fluorescent, LED,  
or equipped with motion sensors, automatic daylight shutoff, or other energy-saving features)?

 _______% 

4. What percentage of campus appliances are Energy Star-rated?

 _______% 

5. Does the institution have underway a program of energy-efficiency retrofitting projects, such as improving 
building insulation or sealing heating and cooling ducts?

 



Category 3: Food

2. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at campus cafeterias is USDA-certified organic? 

 _______% 

3. Do campus cafeterias source seafood that is deemed sustainable by the Marine Stewardship Council, 
the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Seafood Watch Program, or a similar program? 

4. What percentage of entrées served in campus dining locations include meat? If the meat is produced 
sustainably (for example, free-range or grass-fed), explain.

 _______% 

1. What percentage (in dollars) of food served at cafeterias is grown or raised within 100 miles  
of the campus? 

 _______% 

5. Are nutritionally complete vegetarian and/or vegan options available at every meal?

6. Is bottled water sold or distributed on campus?

7. Does your school maintain a campus farm or garden? Does it use organic methods? Please describe the 
garden and methods used.



Category 4: Academics

1. Does your school offer any environmental- and/or sustainability-related majors, such as environmental 
studies, ecology, or sustainable agriculture? If so, please list them all.

2. Does your school offer classes about clean technologies, including topics such as energy efficiency and 
solar-wind energy engineering? If so, please list them all.

3. Does your school provide students with a list of environmental and/or sustainability classes to make such 
courses easy to identify? Please provide a link, if available. 

4. Please provide names of standout professors who work on environmental and/or sustainability issues 
and list their accomplishments, including awards, honors, and publications.

5. Do you have environment- and/or sustainability-related centers, programs, or research institutions 
associated with your school? If so, please provide their names and a description.

6. Is an environment-themed class a core curriculum requirement? If yes, please provide the name(s)  
of the course(s).

7. What percentage of academic departments offer environment- or sustainability-related classes?

 _______% 



1. Does your school have a sustainable-purchasing policy? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 5: Purchasing

2. What percentage of paper used on campus is made from at least 30% postconsumer recycled content? 

 _______%   

Does your school purchase paper that is Forest Stewardship Council-certified?

3. Does your school have a policy to purchase Electronic Product Environmental Assessment Tool 
(EPEAT)-certified (or similar) electronics? If yes, please describe. 

4. Do you have packaging agreements with suppliers that minimize waste? If yes, please describe.

5. Does your school specify in its purchasing contracts that products with energy-saving features be 
installed or delivered with these features enabled? 



1. Does your school provide a free shuttle service around campus and town? If yes, briefly explain.

Category 6: Transportation

2. What has your school done to promote bicycling as a transportation method?

3. Does your school encourage its students and employees to use public transit, carpool, or use some 
other form of alternative transportation? If yes, what are the incentives?

4. Approximately what percentage of students drive to school in a car?

 _______% 

5. Approximately what percentage of faculty and staff drive to work in a car?

 _______% 



Category 7: Waste Management

1. What is your campus’s current waste-diversion rate (i.e., percentage of campus waste being diverted 
from landfills)?

 _______% 

2. Does your campus provide recycling receptacles wherever there are trash cans? 

3. Are recycling bins readily available at large events such as football games?

4. Does your school compost? If yes, are compost receptacles available at all or most on-campus  
dining locations?

5. Is your school committed to waste-reduction goals, such as zero waste? Please explain.

6. Does your campus administer a donation program for clothing and other used goods when students  
are moving out of student housing? If so, are bins located in every dormitory?



Category 8: Administration

1. Is environmental sustainability part of your institution’s mission statement, guiding principles, or similar 
document? If so, please provide the text or link.

2. Does your school employ at least one person dedicated to overseeing campus environmental initiatives, 
such as a sustainability coordinator, or have a sustainability task force or committee? Is the coordinator 
position a part-time or full-time position?

3. Has your school made an official commitment to reducing its impact on climate change by setting 
goals of emission reductions by a certain date? If yes, does your school have a plan for achieving these 
reductions? If so, briefly explain the plan.

4. Has your school conducted a complete greenhouse-gas-emissions audit of its campus?

5. Has your school achieved a reduction in total annual carbon emissions? If yes, please explain and 
provide the benchmark year and percentage.



Category 9: Financial Investments

1. Is all information about your endowment fund publicly available? Briefly explain.

2. Does your institution have an investment-responsibility committee that considers and acts on 
environmental issues?

3. Does your school make environmentally responsible investments? If so, briefly explain what they are and 
whether they’re made on an ongoing basis.



Category 10: Other Initiatives

1. Have any of your school’s students effected positive environmental change on a campus, state, or 
national level? If so, please describe. (To nominate a specific student for greater attention in our coverage, 
please email cool.schools@sierraclub.org with his or her name, accomplishments, and contact information.)

2. Have students participated in environmental challenges or events such as the Solar Decathlon, 
environmental design contests, or environmental debates? If so, which events and how did they do?

3. Has your school set aside part of its campus as natural habitat, stipulated limited campus development, 
or enacted programs preserving its land? If so, please explain.

4. Does your school adhere to an indoor air-quality policy (e.g., the mandated use of nontoxic cleaning 
supplies)? If yes, describe the policy.

5. Does your school offer outdoor- or nature-based programs, classes, or extracurricular activities to 
students and/or faculty? If yes, please list and describe. 



Category 10: Other Initiatives, continued

7. Please use this space to address any other unique or interesting sustainability initiatives that have not 
been previously mentioned:

6. What specific actions has your school taken to improve its environmental sustainability since spring 2009? 
Please list all improvements.

Please save this PDF with your answers and email it to cool.schools@sierraclub.org 
no later than March 20, 2010. Thank you very much for your participation.
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	Text1: California State University, San Bernardino
	Text2: Michelle Dyck-Turner, Administrative Analyst / Specialist, Facilities Services
	Text3: 909.537.3797
	Text4: mdycktur@csusb.edu
	Text5: San Bernardino, CA
	Text6: 17,000
	Text7: MD
	Text8: 02/25/10
	Text9: 17
	Text10: 45
	Text11: 15
	Text12: 2
	Text13: 1
	Text14: 11
	Text15: 2
	Text16: 5
	Text17: 2
	Text18: On-site Photovoltaic
	Text19: Values reported by Constellation New Energy and adjusted for on-site generation.
	Text20: 0
	Text21: 100
	Text22: 0
	Text23: 0
	Text24: 0
	Text25: 0
	Text26: None, but the campus is currently evaluating the use of waste heat from the installation of fuel cells.
	Text27: 0
	Text28: The newly constructed College of Education building (on-line September 2009) and the Health Center Addition (under construction) have been designed with LEED Silver equivalent standards. All future construction and renovation projects are being designed with LEED Gold equivalent standards.
	Text29: 50
	Text30: Approximately half of water used for irrigation is supplied by on-site well, with plans to install a second well to further reduce the use of treated municipal water for irrigation. Irrigated areas are controlled by a weather monitoring system, and all newly installed landscaping is xeriscaped.
	Text31: 85
	Text32: Approximately 90% of all building fixtures utilize energy-efficient technologies; projects are currently being evaluated for the retrofit of parking lot fixtures. Both parking structures on campus do utilize timers scheduled by daylight clocks.
	Text33: 1 - 5
	Text34: Student Housing handbooks include energy savings tips such as purchasing Energy Star products.
	Text35: Yes. CSUSB has implemented a number of energy efficiency projects, in accordance with goals outlined in CSU Executive Order 987 (http://www.calstate.edu/eo/EO-987.pdf). Projects include energy management system upgrades, the installation of high-efficiency boilers and water chilling plant equipment and controls, building-level HVAC controls, lighting retrofits, as well as monitoring-based commissioning of building HVAC systems. CSUSB has been recognized for these and other efforts at the state and national level, with awards listed under Category 10 at the end of this survey.
	Text46: CSUSB currently offers Certificates in Geographic Information Systems and in Urban Planning, a BA and Minor in Environmental Studies, a BS in Geology, Environmental Geology, a BS in Health Science, Environmental Health, an MS in Environmental Science, and an MPA in Water Resource Management. For program requirements please visit http://catalog.csusb.edu/. The College of Education is currently evaluating an environmental education component for their programs.The College of Extended Learning offers a professional certificate in Sustainable Energy and Going Green. For course information please visit http://www.gatlineducation.com/csusb/green.htm.
	Text47: Natural Science Capstone - Energy (NSCI 320)Science and Technology (NSCI 300)
	Text48: No, but the current course catalog at http://catalog.csusb.edu/documents/2009-2010.pdf can be searched for key words using the Adobe Find tool.
	Text49: Dr. Darleen Stoner,  professor emeritus of environmental education received the 2004 Governor’s Environmental and Economic Leadership Award for Environmental EXPO and the 2007 Environmental Achievement Award from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 9, for her "exceptional work and commitment to protecting the environment", among other accomplishments and accolades. Other CSUSB faculty have been recognized in the fields of Biology, Chemistry and Geology.
	Text50: CSUSB hosts the Water Resources Institute, an academic partnership with neighboring Southern California communities to serve as a repository and to promote research, analysis, public policy, and education for water resources. For more information, please visit http://wri.csusb.edu/.
	Text51: No, but Natural Science Capstone - Energy (NSCI 320) is an option to fulfill a capstone requirement.
	Text52: 28
	Text53: Communication, Chemistry, Environmental Studies, Economics, (Education is pending), Geography, Geology, Health Science, Management, Natural Sciences, Political Science, Social Sciences.
	Text54: No, but CSUSB does participate in the CSU Buy Recycled Products Campaign to purchase items utilizing recycled-content wherever possible. Office supply and equipment purchases are decentralized at the department level, and we encourage our departments to buy recycled paper and remanufactured print cartridges wherever possible.  Much of our off-campus printing is done by a company that always uses recycled paper.
	Text55: 44
	Text56: Not that we are aware.
	Text57: No.
	Text58: No.
	Text59: No.
	Text60: Not at this time, however, free Omnitrans bus passes are available to participating faculty and staff, and CSUSB is a Metrolink Corporate member and therefore able to offer eligible students a 25% discount for tickets and passes.Effective April through May 2010, CSUSB Commuter Services will offer a pilot program to encourage the use of buses. Up to 600 passes good for 31 calendar days with Omnitrans will be provided upon request to students; students may request subsequent passes as supply is available. Valued at $35 each, these passes are entirely funded from Parking Services fines and forfeitures and not general tax-based funds.
	Text61: CSUSB Commuter Services offers financial incentives to employees who ride their bicycles to work and maintains bike racks throughout the campus for both students and employees.  Commuter Services also promotes the national "Bike to Work Week" and partners with the Santos Manuel Student Union and Recreational Sports to sponsor the "Annual Coyote Bike Ride" - a noncompetitive event encouraging the campus and surrounding communities to get back on their bikes!
	Text62: Yes. CSUSB strongly encourages the use of alternative modes of transportation. The campus offers incentives to eligible employees (staff, faculty, student workers) who use an alternative method to arrive to work and who are registered in the Rideshare program. Those incentives are currently $2.25 per participation day, paid quarterly in Stater Bros' (local grocery chain) gift cards or a free monthly bus pass valued up to $44 each. There is a monthly subsidy of $40 for each vanpool rider, and three luncheons per year are hosted for all registered participants. For the entire campus community, preferred carpool parking spaces are provided, and numerous gift card drawings are held throughout the year to reward participants and to encourage responses to an annual transportation survey. For more information, please go to http://commuter.csusb.edu/.
	Text63: 63
	Text64: Currently there are local and regional efforts underway to improve mass-transit opportunities to the campus. For more information, please visit http://www.estreet-sbx.com/.
	Text65: 91
	Text66: This includes those who ride in a carpool group.
	Text67: 60
	Text68: This represents diversion by weight. You may view detailed information about CSUSB's waste management efforts in California mandated State Agency Waste Management Annual Reports at http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/StateAgency/SOARD/.
	Text69: Yes, in all work spaces, service yards, and in centralized public areas for all dry paper and packaging. You may view supplemental services provided for regulated and special wastes at http://facilities.csusb.edu/services/recycling.asp.
	Text70: Yes. The Coussoulis Arena has permanent collection bins for empty beverage containers, and supplemental collection bins are provided to any gathering anywhere on campus for all recyclable paper and packaging.
	Text71: CSUSB began a pilot program in June 2009 to collect all wet waste for composting off-site at a permitted facility and is currently conducting a feasibility study for on-site composting and/or biomethane production from campus-generated postconsumer materials.
	Text72: Yes. CSUSB currently exceeds the California mandate for State agencies of 50% diversion by weight and has implemented the following measures toward maximizing waste reduction and materials recovery:  Converted all major paper-generation processes such as admissions and financial aid applications and academic reports to electronic formats; reviewing all other paper processes for opportunities to convert to electronic formats; recovery programs are in place for all marketable and regulated materials; diversion requirements implemented and assistance is available for all contracted construction/renovation/demolition on campus; a reuse program for office supplies, furniture, and equipment; and evaluating reduction, reuse, and diversion opportunities for the remainder waste stream, such as a more aggressive auction site and composting/biofuel production.
	Text73: Yes. Reuse opportunities are coordinated annually and up to quarterly through local not-for-profit organizations, such as Goodwill of Southern California. Collection sites are manned at centralized points to maintain campus aesthetics and prevent safety hazards.
	Text74: CSUSB is a member campus of the California State University (CSU) system and is guided by system-wide policy on sustainable practices. To view the Revised Policy on Energy Conservation, Sustainable Building Practices, and Physical Plant Management (RCPBG 05-04-11), please visit http://www.calstate.edu/cpdc/peu/RCPBG%2005-04-11.pdf.For more information on CSU sustainability efforts, please visit http://www.calstate.edu/cpdc/sustainability/.
	Text75: The CSU system has the Sustainability Advisory Committee to coordinate system-wide efforts; and CSUSB has a Sustainability Committee to advise energy efficiency and environmentally sustainable practices, a designated Energy Manager and a Waste Management Coordinator, employed through Facilities Services.
	Text76: Yes. In 2004, the California State University (CSU) Chancellor issued Executive Order 917 establishing a mandated goal of reducing energy consumption per GSF 15% from 1999/2000 to 2004/05, and issued Executive Order 987 in 2006, establishing a mandated goal of another 15% from 2003/04 to 2009/10. In 2006, the CSU joined the California Climate Action Registry (CCAR), with the goals to reduce risks to CSU associated with its GHG emissions, understand it carbon footprint to better participate in the regulatory development process under AB32 (2006), and to establish a starting point from which to improve the efficiency of CSU’s operations.
	Text77: Yes. Membership in the CCAR requires a system-wide inventory of direct and indirect GHG emissionsusing guidance provided by CCAR, certification through a State and Registry approved certifier, andthe reporting of the total emissions through the Climate Action Registry Reporting Online Tool(CARROT). To view historical emissions reports, please visit http://www.climateregistry.org/.
	Text78: No. The current benchmark for California established by the Governor in Executive Order S-3-05 is 1990 emission levels, with absolute goals to meet 2000 levels by 2010, to meet 1990 levels by 2020, and to meet 80% of 1990 levels by 2050. To view the full text of this Executive Order, please visit http://gov.ca.gov/index.php?/executive-order/1861/.  Due to a growth of 58% in adjusted GSF, there has been no net reduction in absolute emissions, however, CSUSB has succeeded in substantially increasing energy efficiency by reducing its energy consumption per GSF by 30% from 1999/2000 to 2008/09!
	Text79: No. All donors with donations of $5,000 and above are reported to the Internal Revenue Service and therefore public information; and financial statements are posted annually on the CSUSB Foundation Web site at http://foundation.csusb.edu/.
	Text80: No. There are no investment criteria adopted addressing environmental issues nor committees at or above the campus level that evaluate campus investments.
	Text81: Not expressly.
	Text82: The Green Campus Program is active on the CSUSB campus. This program is a utility rate funded student led effort to raise energy awareness and promote energy efficiency on college campuses through educational activities. For more information, please visit http://adminfin.csusb.edu/greencampus/.The Water Resources Institute on campus has a Watershed Management Internship Program, funded by the USDA Cooperative State Research, Education and Extention Service (CSREES) for Hispanic Serving Institutions. To view student projects, please visit http://wri.csusb.edu/InternshipProjects.html.
	Text83: CSUSB has not had any formal representation in student competitions.
	Text84: CSUSB has reserved for last development 68 acres of undeveloped land in Chaparral habitat on the perimeter of the campus immediately adjacent to wildlands for faculty instruction and research. To view native botanicals in this preserve, please visit http://biology.csusb.edu/PlantGuideFolder/CSUSBplants.htm.
	Text85: The campus has an approved smoking policy that restricts smoking in areas that would impact indoor air quality (http://policies.csusb.edu/smoking_policy.htm). Facilities Services utilizes only low-VOC paints and non-toxic cleaning supplies. Building ventilation systems meet OSHA outdoor air exchange requirements for occupied and laboratory areas.
	Text86: CSUSB Recreational Sports Outdoors provides the campus community with a diverse range of outdoor recreational and educational opportunities, incorporating a "Leave No Trace" ethic and teaching cultural/historical knowledge about the areas they visit.  For more information and a calendar of activities, please visit http://www.csusbrecsports.com/outdoors.
	Text87: • Began a postconsumer waste composting feasibility study.• Implementing upgrades to the current Energy Management System to allow for improved controls over building-level heating and cooling.• Planned capital renewal project for the John M. Pfau Library to included energy efficiency retrofits.• Planned high-efficiency central plant boiler equipment replacement and system retrofit.• Expanded commingled paper and packaging recovery program to newly constructed College of Education building in the Fall of 2009.
	Text88: CSUSB has been recognized at the local, state, and national level for the following efforts in sustainable practices:Association of Energy Engineers 2009 Energy Project of the Year: National.UC/CSU/IOU Sustainability Conference Best Practice Awards:• Monitoring-Based Commissioning (retrocommissioning of the Chemical Sciences building) (2009)• Honorable Mention for Plant Operations (2009)• Monitoring-Based Commissioning (retrocommissioning of University Hall) (2007)• HVAC Retrofit (for Direct Digital Controls Upgrades) (2007)• Lighting Design/Retrofit (for High Efficiency Lighting Retrofits Campus-wide) (2007)• Student Energy Efficiency (for Green Campus Program) (2007)CSUSB Facilities Services received the Effective and Innovative Practices Award 2006 from APPA: The Association of Higher Education Facilities Officers for the efforts of its now retired Chief Engineer and Energy Manager to create the Comprehensive Energy Services Master Enabling Agreement. This award recognizes programs and processes that enhance service delivery, lower costs, increase productivity, improve customer service, generate revenue, or otherwise benefit the educational institution.The 4th Annual (2005) California "Flex Your Power" Award in the Education & Leadership category. For more information, please visit http://www.fypower.org/feature/awards/2005_awards.html.The Water Resources Institute and several partners recently joined to plan the installation of the San Bernardino Valley Water Conservation Garden on the CSUSB campus. This demonstration garden will re-introduce the community to the sights and fragrances that have been part of this area for thousands of years. It will encourage people to look to our past for answers about what will thrive in this climate, while harnessing the best water conserving technology that the present holds, to ensure a sustainable future. For more information, please visit http://wri.csusb.edu/.
	Text36: 25
	Text37: 
	Text38: 0
	Text39: 
	Text40: Yes. Sodexo, the CSUSB's current food service contractor, is certified by the Marine Stewardship Council and the Aquaculture Certification Council, Inc. You may view Sodexo's sustainability plan at http://www.sodexo.com/group_en/Images/Sodexo-Better-Tomorrow-Plan_EN-66p_tcm13-3622.pdf.
	Text41: 80
	Text42: Sodexo's sustainability plan sets forth the commitment to "source local, seasonal or sustainably grown or raised products in all the countries where we operate by 2015".
	Text43: Yes.
	Text44: Yes, but much of the bottled water purchased from Coca-Cola, is the "Dasani Plant Bottle" which is a PET bottle made from 30% renewable plant-based material and is 100% recyclable.
	Text45: No, however, a community garden to be sited on campus is planned in cooperation with the Nutrition Services didactic program with the opportunity to supply campus Dining Services.


